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PRESS RELEASE 

Kazakhstan’s long-term competitiveness linked to development of non-extractive sectors 

Astana, Kazakhstan, 6 February 2013 – Kazakhstan needs to remove policy barriers to the development 
of key non-extractive sectors in order to diversify its economy and unlock long-term sources of growth 
and competitiveness, say three Policy Handbooks released today by the OECD Eurasia Competitiveness 
Programme. 

High-potential sectors such as agribusiness and information technology (IT) are facing chronic financing 
and skills shortages and have difficulty attracting international investors due to the absence of targeted 
investment promotion efforts.  

To improve performance in these sectors, the Policy Handbooks provide practical guidance for policy 
makers to:  

 Enhance agribusiness financing by revising the existing credit guarantee scheme, strengthening credit 
co-operatives and improving the governance of government-controlled credit institutions. Small and 
medium farms, especially in remote areas, should be the prime target of these reforms. 

 Create a business linkage programme in IT to enable local companies to develop the necessary skills 
to effectively engage with foreign business partners. The programme should be based on both training 
and business development and rely on a rigorous evaluation of local and international companies’ needs. 

 Attract investment to non-extractive industries through sector-tailored investment promotion 
strategies. Pilots have recently been launched in the food processing and retail sectors. 

Work leading to the publication of the Policy Handbooks was carried out in collaboration with the 
Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and with the financial support of the European Union. It builds 
upon the Sector Competitiveness Strategy for Kazakhstan, published in May 2011. For more information, 
please visit: www.oecd.org/daf/psd/eurasia. 
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The Eurasia Competitiveness Programme of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) was launched in 2008 to help improve the region’s business climate and achieve sustainable economic 
growth and employment through national and regional initiatives, with the support of OECD investment 
instruments and mechanisms. It includes seven countries from Central Asia (Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan) and six countries from Eastern Europe and the South 
Caucasus (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine) 

http://www.oecd.org/daf/privatesectordevelopment/kazakhstan-sectorcompetitivenessstrategy.htm
http://www.oecd.org/daf/psd/eurasia
mailto:antonio.somma@oecd.org
mailto:vanessa.vallee@oecd.org

